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Chapter Justice in 1856. Responsible government was created
'V' by local Acts of 1872 and 1893. On the conquered
colonies of the Transvaal and the Orange River, after
a period of complete control, responsible government
was conferred in 1906-7 under the prerogative. So
far Parliament had not been required to intervene, but
the need of federation evoked the Union of South
Africa by an Act.
The Irish Eree State, on the other hand, was created as
the result of an agreement styled Articles for a Treaty
of December 6,1921, between the British Government
and a body acting as the Government of Ireland, but
without any actual legal status. The treaty was
approved by Parliament and by a meeting of the mem-
bers elected to the lower house of Southern Ireland
provided for by the Government of Ireland Act, 1920,
which as a whole had been rejected by the rebels.
Moreover, a constitution was framed by a like body
which stands as the Constitution of the Free State,
and which was also approved by an Imperial Act.
While, however, in the case of the Dominions it has
been frankly conceded that the constitutions rest
without exception on the basis of Imperial Acts, the
Irish view has always been that the Constitution was
valid apart from the Imperial Act, on the ground that
all power in Ireland came from the people of Ireland,
and not from any British grant, a doctrine not
naturally accepted in the United Kingdom.
In all these cases save that of the federation of
Canada the power granted to the Parliaments includes
a measure of power to make constitutional changes.
This power has been freely exercised, and the con-
stitutions rest therefore on the basis of Imperial Acts